
Eugen CŁtŁlin PLATON 

ROMFISH ï Romanian Fish Farmers Association  

Economic losses caused by cormorants  

ϭ.ŜƘƴŀƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎκ9ǳǊƻŦƛǎƘ 



4th International Carp Conference, September 21-22, 2017, Zagreb  

2 

Council Declaration of 22 November 1973  

Hundreds  of millions  of migratory  birds  and songbirds  are 
captured  and killed  in  Europe every year  provoking  
worldwide  protests against  the countries  which  allow  the 
trapping  of birds . 

This massive destruction  provokes a serious threat  to the 
ecological balance in  Europe, because it  causes plant  
parasites  to proliferate . As a result,  the campaign  against  
such parasites requires  use on a bigger  scale of insecticides 
which  are sometimes harmful  to man and to the natural  
environment . 

Policy for  the protection  of the environment  should 
therefore  include measures to prevent  the large -scale 
destruction  of birds,  particularly  songbirds and migratory  
birds,  and more generally  to protect  the existence of certain  
animal  species threatened with  extinction . 
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Evolution of cormorant numbers  
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Cormorant nests evolution in the Danube Delta  
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Source: Bregnballe, T., Lynch, J., Parz-Gollner, R., Marion, L., Volponi, S., Paquet, J.-Y., David N. Carss & van Eerden, M.R. (eds.) 2014. Breeding numbers of Great Cormorants Phalacrocorax carbo 
in the Western Palearctic, 20122013. IUCN-Wetlands International Cormorant Research Group Report. - Scientific Report from DCE ς Danish Centre for Environment and Energy No. 99, 224 
pp. dce2.au.dk/pub/SR99.pdf 

http://dce2.au.dk/pub/SR99.pdf


4th International Carp Conference, September 21-22, 2017, Zagreb  

5 

Consequences of population increase  

ÅColonies appeared in new areas 

Å2016: 18,000 breeding pairs Great C. (aprox. 80.000 individuals) + 
13,000 breeding pairs Pygmy C. 

ÅLimited food resources in the wild  

ÅHard predation in fish farms as easy food is available 
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Source: Bregnballe, T., Lynch, J., Parz-Gollner, R., Marion, L., Volponi, S., Paquet, J.-Y., David N. Carss & van Eerden, M.R. (eds.) 2014. Breeding numbers of Great Cormorants Phalacrocorax carbo in the 
Western Palearctic, 20122013. IUCN-Wetlands International Cormorant Research Group Report. - Scientific Report from DCE ς Danish Centre for Environment and Energy No. 99, 224 
pp. dce2.au.dk/pub/SR99.pdf 

Figure 27.1: 

Distribution and size 
of breeding colonies 
of Great Cormorants 
in Romania in 2013  

http://dce2.au.dk/pub/SR99.pdf
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Distribution Map  
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Damages to fish farming  

ÅDirect losses 

ÅIndirect losses 

ÅWounding  

ÅParasites (wounding and 
parasites - 20%) 

ÅFeeding stress (25% loss 
in growth rate)  


